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Abstract

The subject of this memoir represents a study of social life in the M'zab Valley
during the Ottoman era, as a unique cultural experience combining authenticity
and innovation. M'zab society demonstrated an ability to adapt to its harsh
geographical environment, establishing a style of urbanization based on
simplicity and harmony with nature. Cities were designed according to a
collective, consultative vision that respected its religious specificities and
reflected a spirit of cooperation. Customs and traditions also emerged as a
fundamental element in organizing daily life, from dress and food to
celebrations and social events.

Among these aspects, women played a pivotal role in the family and society.
Spiritual occasions were given special importance, along with funeral and burial
ceremonies, the details of which were carefully planned to serve as reminders
of the afterlife.

As for customary institutions, such as the 'Azaba circle, their purpose was to
organize, monitor, stabilize, and protect, followed by repentance, punishment,
or exile. Thus, social life in the M'zab Valley, as seen by Malek Bennabi, is not a
search for a fixed image within its framework, but rather a space for tearing
apart the layers of cognitive depth to discover a new essence and values that
represent an authentic civilizational property that belongs to us all.

Keywords: M'zab Valley, M'zab, Azaba, customs and traditions.
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https.//www.atmzab.nel/index.php ?option=com_content&vi

ew=article&id=1220&catid=73&Itemid=141
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Takembuct n tacrirt
Takembuct n tacrirt est la coiffure de la mariée lors de la premiére n

o e it Elle se
distingue par deux tresses de part et d’autre et par une Takembuct dressée sur la
téte, avec un dessin sur le visage qui s’appelle amui.

; J.L«A.a.f/

Le Mézab . etude d’anthropologie historique et culturelle
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Florine morine, une collection de ceramique du mzab au
museé d’ethnographie de geneve , horizons maghrebins ,

76 , presses universitaire du mirail , 2017 , p 45.
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