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Abstract:

The study aims to highlight the risks of social engineering breaches to individuals and
organizations, as social engineering has become the basis of many cyber threats, ranging
from email phishing messages to sms phishing and voice phishing attacks. Through this
study, we presented a set of common social engineering breach techniques with some
real-world examples. We also discussed mechanisms to counter social engineering

attacks to limit their negative impact on individuals and organizations. We concluded that
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these breaches primarily rely on the element of trust by studying individuals' behaviors
and desires, and they primarily employ phishing and deception. Theirimpactalso extends
to organizations by exploiting the human or cognitive weakness of users due to a lack of
awareness or the absence of penetration testing within the organization.

Key words: Social engineering, hacking, cybersecurity, phishing.
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