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Abstract

Abstract

The Tuareg are an ancient people who have inhabited the Sahara Desert and
North Africa since antiquity. Today, they are primarily found in southern Algeria,
southwestern Libya, northern Mali, northern Niger, and northern Burkina Faso.
Historians differ on the origin of the name " Tuareg "; some attribute it to the
leader Tariq ibn Ziyad , others link it to the desert routes they travel, while some
believe it is derived from the word "Tawarik ," referring to their abandonment of
paganism and conversion to Islam. The Tuareg refer to themselves by different
names depending on the region, such as Kel Tamajeq in Niger, Kel Tamahak in
Libya and Algeria, and Kel Tamasheq in Mali. They speak a language known as
Tamasheq , which is written in the Tifinagh alphabet—an essential part of their
cultural identity. They are also known as the "Veiled People" because Tuareg men
wear the blue face veil called tagelmust , a symbol of honor and manhood.

The Tuareg society in the 18th and 19th centuries was marked by a strict nomadic
character and a hierarchical social structure. Nobles held the highest status and
leadership roles, followed by scholars and artisans, while the lowest class
consisted of slaves known as iklan , who performed daily labor. Tuareg women
played a central and exceptional role in both family and society; they owned the
tent, had freedom in marriage and decision-making, and were key to cultural
transmission, particularly through teaching children the Tifinagh script. The
Tuareg were renowned for their generosity and deep respect for traditions, with
hospitality being a core value in their lives. Social relationships were built on
respect, intermarriage, and tribal alliances, which helped maintain social peace
and strengthen influence. Despite the harsh desert conditions, the Tuareg
preserved a cohesive society with strong bonds and deeply rooted customs. They
were also actively engaged in trade, especially in the exchange of salt and gold,
and cultivated a rich culture of poetry, music, and heroic tales passed down
through generations.

Keywords: Tuareg in the Maghrebian Sahara — Social Life — Customs and
Traditions
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