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This study aims to examine the extent of authority of the criminal judge in
rendering criminal judgments, as it is one of the most prominent and important topics
in the field of criminal procedural law and criminal evidence. It is considered as one
of the essential guarantees stemming from contemporary legal systems, as it serves
as a persuasive tool and a means of reassurance that protects the judge from the risks
of control and despotism.

The study also aims to explore the discretionary power of the judge in
rendering criminal judgments based on his own conviction, without being limited to
specific evidence unless restricted by the law.

The ultimate goal is to reach the truth by ensuring the judgments commitment
to providing sufficient, logical, and justifiable reasons that substantiate their
judgment in terms of both reality and the law.

The analysis was guided by judicial precedents from various legislations and
legal systems with the aim of reaching a specific standard that should be applied in
issuing judgments, characterized by generality and inclusiveness.

The study relied on technical, legal, and specialized judicial means used by
the judiciary and legislation to express the relationship between the judge and the
defendant in particular.

Keywords: criminal judge, judgment rendering process, discretionary power,
criminal evidence, shortcomings in judgment rendering.
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