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INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY OF INDIVIDUALS IN THE
PROVISIONS OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
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Summary: Traditional jurisprudence has not recognized the possibility of international
criminal responsibility for individuals resulting from violations of international humanitarian
law. However, under contemporary international law, several developments have led to the
recognition of international criminal responsibility by individuals.
The real recovery of the idea of the international criminal responsibility of individuals began
with the Nuremberg trials. Article VI of the Nuremberg Regulation provides that the Court
shall be competent to try and punish all persons who have committed - as an individual or as
members of an organization - one of the offenses set forth below. The Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Genocide of 1948 also recognized the principle in its article
IV ", The text of article VI of the Statute of the Tribunal for Yugoslavia was based on the
principle of international criminal responsibility for individuals by stating that "the
International Tribunal shall have jurisdiction over natural persons under this Statute” The text
of articles 5 and 6 of the Rwanda Tribunal system was also reworded, as was article 25 of the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. However, although international
jurisprudence is recognized in international criminal responsibility, there is more than one
opinion on who is to blame for international criminal responsibility and what is its nature
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Eagleton,c .The responsibility of state in international law, new York university press 1928
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’Reprisal is an act of self-help by the injurd state, responding after an unsatisfied demand to an {44}
act contrary to international law committed by the offending state.”’
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