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Abstract:

Throughout history, endowments have served as the lifeblood through which
individuals, communities, and even nations breathe. From a perspective of social
cooperation and solidarity, people naturally develop a sense of care for others, which
translates into a responsibility toward their society through endowments,
contributing to solving societal problems. When discussing the matter of endowment
recovery in Algerian legislation, it is necessary to delve into the history and the
stages that endowments have gone through in Algeria. Endowments flourished
significantly before the French colonial period, specifically during the Ottoman
Empire era. However, they gradually declined and faded, leading to the dissolution
of most endowment institutions. Among the reasons for this decline were :

1. The first reason was the French colonial occupation of Algeria. During this
period, the colonial authorities intervened in the affairs of endowment properties.
They seized some of them and dealt with endowment assets through sales and
purchases to individuals or foreigners (French centenarians).

2. The second reason was the legislative neglect of endowment properties after
gaining independence. Legal safeguards to protect them were not established. Most
endowments, especially real estate endowments, faced extinction due to their
deterioration and the absence of most of their associated legal documents. The
issuance of Law 10/91 related to endowments, dated April 27, 1991, marked a
significant step in the recovery of lost endowment properties. However, the
legislator did not precisely specify the method for recovering lost endowments. This
has presented challenges in the process of recovering and identifying them through
various legally available means.
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