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ABSTRACT:

The topic of local governance has received increasing attention in recent
years from various countries around the world. Because of the roles and
functions of decentralized administrative units in the developmental,
political, social and cultural aspects, Saudi Arabia was among the
countries that made significant strides in the transition from centralization
to decentralization. Although the local administration system applied in
Saudi Arabia is consistent with the specificity of the state monarchy, it is
one of the unique models that can be used in the management of local
administration units, the local administration in Saudi Arabia is based on
district councils, local councils and municipal councils that combine
elections and appointments. Saudi Arabia's local administration system
suffers from a range of imbalances, particularly those related to
conflicting competencies between central authority and local
administration. Although there are local councils administering local
affairs, namely provincial, local and municipal councils, their powers are
narrow and limited and their functions are limited to advising central

administrative bodies and units with broad and diverse powers.

Keywords: Local Administration Organization, Saudi Arabia, District

System, District Councils, Local Councils, Municipal Councils.
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