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The competences of local collectivities in Tunisia following
legislative reforms post the 2011 revolution
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Abstract:

Local collectivities have become important in many fields of development by giving
them a set of competencies in various spheres. However, when we talk about these
responsibilities, it makes it easier for us to recognize decentralization as a form of
administrative management. On the other hand, it is difficult to determine whether
development is comprehensive or confined to political, economic, social, or cultural
fields. Due to this increase, which was met with increased state functions at the
central level, the management of local facilities was assigned to locally elected
authorities or local collectivities in general, known for their significant roles in
community development. After the revolution, Tunisia faces a major challenge in
building a democratic state. Furthermore, the implementation of decentralization
according to the 2022 Constitution is not a simple matter, which is why Tunisia has
relied on the 2023 Law on Local Collectivities to establish its rules and align them
with the management of local affairs with real independence. It is not enough to make
decentralization effective through a mere political decision.

Keywords: local collectivities, competences and powers, general principles,
legislative reforms.
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