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Abstract

The crime of forging official documents is altering the truth in an official document with
the intent to harm the legal rights of one of the parties. It requires the fulfillment of three elements:
the legal, the material, and the moral. Penalties range from imprisonment and fines to additional
penalties like the deprivation of civil rights. Legal procedures start with surveillance and
preliminary investigation, followed by the initial investigation, and conclude with a judicial
verdict. If the crime is a misdemeanor, it is investigated directly; if it is a felony, a two-stage
investigation is required.

Legal procedures must be strict to confront this type of crime, given its significant negative
impact on public trust in official transactions. Official documents are not just papers; they are part
of the legal and economic infrastructure of society, and tampering with them endangers the entire
system.

Keywords: forging official documents - forgery and use of forged documents - legal
procedures - surveillance and investigation - preliminary investigation - initial investigation
- misdemeanor and felony - judicial verdict
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