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Abstract:




Arab countries are increasingly facing complex challenges in achieving sustainable
development goals, especially amid rapid economic, environmental, and social
transformations. In this context, international economic partnerships have emerged as
crucial tools to address these challenges. Among them, decentralized international
cooperation agreements, particularly through twinning between local governments, stand
out as innovative mechanisms that allow local actors to engage in global development
dynamics beyond traditional state-led channels.

This presentation explores how municipal twinning can serve as a strategic option to
boost local economies by fostering purposeful international partnerships based on mutual
learning, exchange of expertise, and joint development projects. It further examines the
legal and institutional frameworks of decentralized international agreements, highlighting
the opportunities and obstacles they present within the Arab context.

An additional complementary mechanism addressed in this paper is the delegation of
public service management, which enables local authorities to collaborate with
international counterparts—such as peer municipalities, donor institutions, or private
sector actors—to manage public services more efficiently while preserving their public
character. This delegation is particularly relevant given the limited financial and human
resources that many Arab local governments face, especially under constrained local
budgets and technical capacity shortages.

The paper proposes an integrated approach that combines municipal twinning,
decentralized cooperation
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