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Abstract :

Before colonial penetration, southern Algeria was characterized by a political
and social organization based on tribes, religious brotherhoods, and Saharan
alliances. It also represented an important center for trans-Saharan trade through
its connections with Western Sudan and Timbuktu, while the oases played a
major economic role. Due to its strategic importance, France became
increasingly interested in the region and initially relied on exploration and
peaceful penetration through military and scientific missions, as well as
alliances with local leaders, before moving toward direct military occupation
and the establishment of colonial administration. Despite the resistance led by
tribes and religious authorities, French expansion brought profound political,
economic, and social transformations that deeply affected the structure of
southern Algeria.
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