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Summary

Our study aims to uncover the semiological mechanisms of images of
destruction and victory in Gaza published on the front pages of the Algerian
daily newspaper “Al-Echorouk” during the period from October 8 to
December 25, 2023. The study adopts Roland Barthes’ semiological
approach, which is based on three levels: the denotative level, the
connotative level, and the ideological level, in order to analyze eight
exemplary images — four depicting scenes of destruction (such as
bombing, rubble, and casualties) and four depicting scenes of victory (such
as raising flags, resistance parades, and prisoner exchanges). The findings
revealed, foremost, that the press images were not merely a neutral
transmission of reality but rather a complex visual discourse carrying deep
ideological and symbolic meanings, aimed at reinforcing the newspaper’s
pro-Palestinian resistance stance, drawing on Algeria’s revolutionary
memory, and directing public emotions toward empathy, pride, anger, and
hope. The analysis also showed that the linguistic message (headlines and
captions) plays a crucial role in anchoring meaning and guiding the viewer’s
interpretation, and that visual design and journalistic layout constitute a
visible ideology that operates before a single word is read. The study
concludes that the front pages of the Algerian press, as exemplified by "Al-
Echorouk”, have reframed the Israeli-Palestinian conflict within a binary
opposition of “destruction versus victory” in a way that aligns with the
national identity and solidarity values of the Algerian audience.

Keywords: Image semiology, Al-Shorouk newspaper, images of
destruction, images of victory, Gaza
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