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The phenomenon of illicit trafficking in and consumption of drugs and
psychotropic substances represents one of the most dangerous global scourges
threatening national security, social stability, and public health across nations. It is
no longer merely a conventional crime, but has evolved into a complex pattern of
transnational organized crime, with its risks intensifying alongside the emergence
of modern psychotropic substances, chemical precursors, and diversified
distribution methods.

In this context, Algerian legislation has sought to keep pace with these
transformations and modernize its legal framework to prevent and suppress this
phenomenon. The topic assumes a pivotal legislative and practical dimension
following the enactment of Law No. 23-05 dated May 7, 2023, which amends and
supplements Law No. 04-18 concerning the prevention of drugs and psychotropic
substances and the suppression of their illicit use and trafficking. This amendment
came to reconcile the rigor of penal deterrence on the one hand, with the
implementation of national prevention strategies and therapeutic measures on the
other.
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