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Abstract:

Alienation is a universal human condition and phenomenon that has
accompanied humankind since antiquity, permeating many aspects of life.
Its manifestations have been clearly reflected in literary works in general,
and in the novel in particular.

This study aims to examine and trace the dimensions of alienation, as well
as its multiple psychological, social, and political manifestations, through the
novel Love in Exile by the Egyptian writer Bahaa Taher. In this work, Taher
portrays the tragedy of the Arab intellectual under prevailing conditions, as
the protagonist finds himself alienated within his own homeland, confronted
with the rejection of his ideas, and forcibly exiled to a country that does not
resemble him, where he lives in a state of disorientation, torn between his

national and personal frustrations.

The study concludes that alienation in this literary text emerges as a
complex and multidimensional phenomenon that extends beyond the
merely spatial dimension to encompass a wide range of aspects. Love, in

turn, appears as a final attempt to hold on to life amidst this alienation and

to confront the harsh ugliness of a silent world. Furthermore, the study

demonstrates how Bahaa Taher succeeds in transforming the novel’s
central issue from the protagonist’s limited personal suffering into a
broader, universal human representation of injustice and oppression

inflicted upon the innocent.
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