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Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the criminal liability of journalists in the
course of their work, which is governed by the constitution and the law, as well as
by respect for the values and ethics of journalism. Journalists must adhere to these
values and ethics because journalism plays a vital role in society, serving as a
primary source of education and guidance, and providing a platform for expressing
opinions. The study also addresses the existence of grounds for exempting
journalists from liability, such as insanity and duress, and the justifications for their
actions, such as their right to criticize, publish news, and report crimes. However, it
omits the right to challenge the actions of public officials or those in similar
positions, as well as the right to seek the truth.

Media law, along with the penal code and professional ethics, are designed
to protect public order and morality, as well as the rights and freedoms of
individuals. Journalism is one of the most important means of expressing opinions
in our contemporary society, and various legislations have been careful to regulate
it in order to guarantee individual rights and the public interest. In this context, our
study addresses the various press offenses committed through the press, in light of
Algerian legislation, outlining the penalties for each. We aim to provide a
comprehensive overview of each press offense by highlighting its definitions,
elements, and corresponding penalties, as well as its impact on individuals and
society. While constitutional and legal guarantees have been established by
legislation and the judiciary, sound journalistic practice, characterized by
credibility, remains the best guarantee for press freedom.

Keywords: Press offense, restriction of rights and freedoms, media law, penal code,

audiovisual regulatory authority, censorship.
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