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Abstract

This study examines the legal challenge posed by the spread of modern electronic
surveillance techniques for sound, image, and digital data, focusing on balancing public security
and criminal evidence needs with the protection of individual privacy as a fundamental
constitutional right. Employing the descriptive-analytical and comparative methods, the study is
divided into two chapters: the first explores the conceptual and legal framework of privacy (its
definition and protection under international instruments, the 2020 Constitution, and Law No.
18-07); the second analyzes modern surveillance techniques and their risks to privacy, along
with criminal protection mechanisms including Article 303 bis of the Penal Code, prior judicial
authorization, judicial oversight, and nullity of unlawfully obtained evidence. The study
concludes that Algerian legislation firmly protects privacy by treating electronic surveillance as a
strictly conditioned exception with nullity of illegal evidence, yet rapid technological
development requires continuous legislative updates and stronger activation of the National
Authority for the Protection of Personal Data.
Keywords: Individual privacy, electronic surveillance, criminal protection, personal data,
Algerian legislation.



