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Abstract

Orientalism is an intellectual field led by Western elites to study the Orient.
Within this sphere, the German school stands out as an objective and humanistic
model, historically distinguished by a philological and humanistic approach that
distanced it from classic colonial ambitions—a perspective epitomized by the

orientalist "Annemarie Schimmel."

This study examines the academic career and orientalist contributions of the
German scholar "Annemarie Schimmel," highlighting her as a model of fair-
minded, humanistic Orientalism that sought to understand and empathize with
the East. Utilizing descriptive and historical approaches, the thesis traces
Schimmel’s upbringing and academic formation, while mapping her most
prominent publications and the international awards that crowned her rich
career. Furthermore, the study highlights Schimmel’s defensive and objective
stances toward Islam across three main axes: first, dismantling distorted Western
stereotypes surrounding Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and highlighting his high
status; second, exploring Islamic Sufism as a values-based and spiritual bridge;
and third, presenting an objective vision that highlights women's rights and the
status of female ascetics in Sufi history. The study concludes by recognizing
Schimmel’s pivotal role in extending bridges for cultural communication and

peaceful coexistence between the East and the West.

Keywords: Orientalism <«German School <Annemarie Schimmel ¢

Autobiography <Islamic Sufism <Women in Islam
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