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Abstract:

Physical coercion is considered one of the exceptional legal means of
compulsory enforcement established by Criminal Procedure Law No. 25-14. It
consists of restricting the convicted person’s liberty through imprisonment for a
specified period in order to compel the execution of a financial obligation
established by a final judicial ruling, such as fines, judicial expenses, civil
compensation, and restitution. This measure is only applied when the debtor
refuses to fulfill the obligation despite having the ability to pay. Law No. 25-14
introduced several substantial amendments, as the legislator adopted a more
precise gradation in determining the duration of physical coercion. The law also
subjected its application to a set of legal conditions and established cases
preventing its enforcement, whether related to the nature of the offense, the status
of the persons concerned, or family relationships. Furthermore, the law permits
the suspension of the execution of physical coercion whenever the legal
conditions are met. However, such suspension raises several practical issues,
particularly regarding the balance between ensuring the enforcement of judicial
rulings and protecting the rights of the convicted person.

Keywords: Physical coercion, fines, judicial expenses, civil compensation,
insolvency, suspension of execution.
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