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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the concept of Fourth-Generation
Universities and their key characteristics in light of the rapid digital
transformations shaping higher education. It also highlights their role
in fostering innovation and supporting the knowledge-based
economy. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by
reviewing relevant literature and examining the experience of
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University. The findings indicate
that the transition toward fourth-generation universities has become
a necessity to keep pace with technological developments and
enhance the quality of higher education. The Emirati experience
demonstrates success in implementing e-learning, flexible learning
models, and establishing international academic partnerships. The
study recommends strengthening digital infrastructure in Arab
universities, promoting a culture of innovation, and aligning higher
education outcomes with labor market needs.

Keywords: Fourth-Generation University, Smart Education,
Innovation in Higher Education, Knowledge Economy
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