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Abstract:

Criminal mediation in Algerian legislation is a newly introduced alternative legal mech-
anism for dispute resolution, stipulated in Law No. 25-14, which includes the Algerian Code
of Criminal Procedure, and Law No. 15-12 concerning child protection. Its importance lies in
the principle of agreement and consent between the victim and the accused in addressing cer-
tain minor offenses, misdemeanours, and violations. This process takes place under the super-
vision of the Public Prosecutor or an authorized mediator<thus avoiding traditional judicial
procedures and contributing to easing the burden on the judiciary.

This study aims to define its legal concept and provisions, explain its procedures and
implications, and address the issue of the extent to which the Algerian legislator has success-
fully established criminal mediation as an effective alternative to criminal prosecution.

The research concluded that criminal mediation embodies a modern trend in criminal
policy, primarily focused on reform and redress rather than punishment. However, its practi-
cal effectiveness remains contingent on the precision of the legislation and the qualifications
of the mediators. It cannot be considered a substitute for public prosecution but remains an
exceptional mechanism that does not infringe upon the jurisdiction of the Public Prosecutor's
Office. In the event that no agreement is reached, the Public Prosecutor's Office resumes its
authority to pursue criminal proceedings to guarantee the rights of the parties to the dispute.

Keywords: Criminal mediation, Public Prosecutor, Authorized mediator, Restorative
justice, Criminal prosecution.



