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Abstract

This study aims to determine the nature of the mental image that the
‘Zohran Mamdani' campaign is trying to export about Islam and Muslims,
and how this identity was employed as a tool for political mobilization in
the Western electoral context, in addition to studying the technical and
artistic characteristics of the Reels clips via the 'TikTok' platform, whether
visual or rhetorical. The main question of this study was: How was the
image of Islam represented in the 'Zohran Mamdani' campaign and what
communication frameworks did he use to reshape this image in the public
through the Reels clips via 'TikTok'?

The semiological analysis method was adopted in this study, and the
approach of Roland Barthes was used. The semiological analysis network
was adopted as a research tool represented in the designatory reading, the
implicit or interpretive reading, in addition to the linguistic study. The
study was applied to a group of Reels clips on the “TikTok” platform that
were intentionally chosen as a research sample, and its size amounted to 8
words.

This study concluded with a set of results, the most important of which
are: The campaign focuses primarily on patterns of social integration and
value symbols, dismantling the negative stereotypes of traditional Western
media, in addition to the contribution of the platform’s artistic and
technical characteristics in moving religious symbols from the theoretical
framework and framing them as a vital part of everyday cultural identity in
New York, thus creating a new mental image.

Keywords: TikTok platform — representations — Islam — mental image —
semiological analysis.
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