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Amazigh Origins: Deconstructing classical narratives
through anthropological data and Arabic sources
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Abstract:

This article addresses the long historical and anthropological debate about the ethnic origins of the
Amazigh (Berbers), by examining the three major theories: the Semitic (Hamitic and Qaisi), the Hamitic
(Canaanite and Coptic), and the Japhethite (Indo-European). It adopts a critical approach that analyzes the
classical narratives of Islamic heritage, explaining how ‘genealogies’ were used as ideological tools to
legitimize authority and promote integration. It also reviews Western theories that have sought to strip the
region of its authenticity. Finally, the research favors the ‘local theory’ (autochthonous) based on the latest
archaeological and genetic data, and comparative linguistics; affirming that Amazigh identity is the product
of a continuous, autonomous cultural development in North Africa, and that external migrations were factors
of integration and enrichment that did not erase the original identity.

Research objectives: The research aims to conduct a profound review of studies that have been one-sided
and superficial regarding the ethnic origins of the Amazigh, and which have relied on limited sources; in
order to establish solid scientific foundations characterized by objectivity and rigorous research
methodology. It seeks to scrutinize ancient Arabic sources, such as Ibn Hazm and Ibn Khaldun, and to
discuss Western theories in order to examine their epistemological background, whilst striving to present
modern archaeological and genetic data.

Research question: What are the historical and ethnic origins of the Amazigh and what is novel about
them?

Methodology: The approach was based on a comprehensive epistemological synthesis of historical,
analytical, critical and explanatory methods.

It discusses and compares the major hypotheses; it addresses the Semitic and Hamitic theories, examines
the Jafetic Orientalist theory, and studies the local Autochthonous origin.

The research eventually leads to important outcomes, including: the attribution of the Berbers to all the
sons of Noah; Shem, Japheth and Ham and to mixed lineages, which confirms the mythical nature of these
theories.

We deduced that the ancient genealogical trees are merely functional, integrative narratives serving to
maintain political balances and interests of the moment.

We attempted to demonstrate that the morphological diversity of the Amazigh is a natural product of
environmental adaptation.

Scientific research confirms the local ‘North African’ character, as corroborated by genetic theories and
substantiated by archaeology and anthropology.
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There have been many successive historical migrations, which integrated with the local population rather
than displacing it; indeed, they complemented and merged with it.

The Amazigh are an indigenous people within their own region, absorbed various migrations and
preserved their authenticity.
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Ibn Khaldan, Anthropology, North Africa, Identity
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