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Abstract

This study analyzes the system of police custody applied to minors in light of the provisions of
Law No. 15-12 on child protection, by examining the legal framework governing this exception-
al measure and identifying the procedural safeguards established by the legislator to protect mi-
nors during the stages of criminal investigation and inquiry.

The study concludes that the Algerian legislator has established a restrictive legal framework
for the use of police custody in relation to minors, based on several safeguards, most notably the
reduction of its duration, the mandatory notification of the guardian or legal representative im-
mediately upon its imposition, the reinforcement of the rights of defense, as well as the strength-
ening of oversight over judicial police actions, thereby ensuring a balance between the require-
ments of effective criminal investigation and the principle of the best interests of the child.

Keywords: police custody, minor, Child Protection Law 15-12, judicial police, legal safeguards,
child rights, criminal investigation, legal representative.



