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Abstract

This study examines the criminal protection of victims of organized crime
under Algerian legislation, addressing the central question of whether the
Algerian legislature has succeeded in establishing an effective and
comprehensive criminal protection framework for victims of organized crime
at both substantive and procedurallevels.

The study reveals that organized crime constitutes an advanced criminal

phenomenon structured around a hierarchical organizational framework
characterized by professionalism and continuity, posing a serious threat to
public order and legal security. The Algerian legislature responded to this
phenomenon through a gradual legislative approach, beginning with the
offence of criminal association under the Penal Code, then extending to a set
of special laws including Law 05-01 on money laundering prevention, Law 06-
01 on the prevention and combating of corruption, Law 04-18 on narcotics,
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and Law 06-22 which introduced advanced procedural mechanisms for
combating organized crime.

The study further highlights the distinctive nature of the concept of "victim"

in this category of crime. Beyond the direct victim — whether a natural or legal

person — the concept extends to include rightful successors suffering material

or moral harm, as well as witnesses, experts, and whistleblowers exposed to
threats and reprisals due to the retaliatory nature of criminal organizations.

The study concludes with several key findings, most notably that Algerian
legislation has made tangible progress in combating organized crime and
protecting its victims. However, significant gaps remain, particularly the
absence of a unified and comprehensive legislative text defining organized
crime and systematically regulating criminal protection for its victims,
alongside weak coordination among the various scattered legal provisions. The
study recommends the enactment of a dedicated and unified law on criminal
protection for victims of organized crime, one that encompasses all victim
categories and consolidates compensation mechanisms and procedural
safeguards.

Keywords: Organized crime, victim, criminal protection, Algerian
legislation, Palermo Convention, money laundering, corruption.
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