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Abstract
This study seeks to analyze the position of third parties in contracts under
Algerian civil law, as a pivotal concept closely tied to the principle of the
relativity of contractual effects. A third party, in this context, refers to any
individual who is not a contracting party and to whom the binding effects of the
contract do not ordinarily extend. However, the evolution of legal transactions
has given rise to notable exceptions, most prominently the undertaking on
behalf of a third party and stipulation for the benefit of a third party, through
which contractual effects may extend beyond the immediate parties to achieve
justice and ensure transactional stability.
The Algerian legislator has endeavored to establish legal protection for third
parties by introducing mechanisms that safeguard the legal positions they
acquire in connection with contracts, thereby reinforcing their status despite not
being direct participants in the contractual relationship. Accordingly, this study
aims to clarify the meaning of “third party,” delineate its legal scope, and define
the boundaries of contractual effects as they extend to it, thereby offering a
scholarly contribution that helps bridge the doctrinal and legislative gap in this
field.

Keywords: Third party, relativity of contractual effects, undertaking on behalf
of a third party, stipulation for the benefit of a third party, legal protection.
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