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Abstract:

This study investigates the mechanisms of intertextuality as the fundamental
structural and aesthetic engine of One Thousand and One Nights. It explores the text’s
function as a dialogic space that absorbs and transforms the narrative, religious, and
mythical heritages of Eastern civilizations (Indian, Persian, and Arabic). This operation
is manifested through a strategy of incorporation and transmutation; wherein pre-
existing corpora are fused into a new fictional context. Consequently, textual invocation
shifts from mere mechanical imitation to a semantic interaction that generates divergent
meanings, granting the Nights its identity as a transcultural metatext where realistic
references and fantastic tropes converge into a cohesive narrative unit.

On a procedural level, the study examines intratextuality (narrative
proliferation), which positions the frame-narrative as a generative center for infinite
embedded tales. Within this architecture, these sub-narratives acquire a vital functional
role: "postponing extinction through narration.” The study concludes that intertextuality
in the Nights transcends linguistic ornamentation to become an existential strategy
ensuring the text’s survival and its perpetual openness to universal hermeneutics,
achieving organic unity despite its diverse discursive sources.

Keywords: intertextuality, aesthetics, corpus, narrative, imaginary, interaction, tale.
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