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Abstract:

This study addressed the concept of self-defense as one of the most important
justifications in criminal law, allowing individuals to protect themselves or their
property from unlawful aggression. The first chapter examined the nature of self-
defense, including its definition, distinctions from similar legal concepts, its legal
basis, and the legislative purpose behind it, as well as its conditions and scope of
application in ordinary and exceptional cases. The second chapter focused on the
legal framework of self-defense, including procedural rules for its proof and its
legal effects, while highlighting the role of the judiciary in its assessment. The
study also analyzed the issue of exceeding the limits of self-defense, its forms, and
the resulting criminal and civil liability, along with the judge’s discretionary power
and mitigating circumstances. It also discussed the position of Islamic
jurisprudence, which emphasizes proportionality and the prohibition of abuse of
rights. The study concluded that self-defense is a legitimate right, but it is strictly
regulated, and any excess leads to legal liability.

Keywords:
self-defense , justifications, proportionality, exceeding the limits of self-

defense, criminal discretion, judicial discretion, mitigating circumstances, Islamic

jurisprudence.
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