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Abstract:

The work of contemporary critical studies on developing mechanisms
for understanding text, has led to focus on everything that contributes to
form a special world in which a group of internal and external elements
interact to urge the reader to clarify its ambiguity and diving into its
hidden secrets that are spread throughout the text, especially Text
thresholds, or the paratext ,to know how they interact with the text and
what is the extent of her contribution or illusion in touching its content
and its connotations that escape like grains of sand on a windy day. In
particular the title as it is the dominant threshold and an entrance to the
textual architecture and the brilliant and mysterious lighting — belong to
Jamil Hamdawi in his book Semiotics and Addressing- that raises the
question of the problem from its resting place and incites the text to

answer it.

Hence, we chose the topic of our research, which i1s “Textual
thresholds in the short story collection The Square Moon” by the
writer Ghada Al-Samman, with the aim of identifying the textual
thresholds in it, such as the cover, the main title, and the internal titles, the

dedication, quotation, and footnotes...

as well as controlling their terminology and highlighting, their

aesthetic, seductive and semantic functions, and how these thresholds



contributed to Enriching the text or alienating it, and how they interacted
and harmonized to play the text’s symphony of Exotic stories, that
penetrate the body of the familiar and disappoint the reader’s waiting

horizon in many cases.

However, they remain faithful to the topic of the text, as if they were
tied with an Ariane thread, that you feel but do not see, you think it is thin

but it is strong.

It is the thread with that Ghada wove the thresholds of her collection
of short stories, which enables us to say, after studying them, how much
they were according to their size and suitable for them, and even made
them more elegant. By that, we mean the thresholds of the author and the
publisher because in our collection - as in all of Ghada Al-Samman’s
productions - they are one. The writer’s threshold combines with the
publisher’s thresholds to give us Texts that emit a scent of surprise,

temptation, and the unexpected.
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